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It's likely to have input on some development

Despite a recommendation by the county's growth management director not to 
adopt new noise contours surrounding Naval Air Station Key West, Monroe 
County planners are looking at including the U.S. Navy in its planning process.

The county Development Review Committee, at its Nov. 6 meeting in 
Marathon, will discuss a proposal that expands the Navy's role in building and 
redevelopment in the Lower Keys.

The DRC comprises several county department heads as well as 
representatives of the Fire Marshal's Office and state Department of 
Transportation. 

The proposal would:

 Name the air station's commander as an ex officio member of the county's 
Planning Commission.

 Require the Navy to review for compatibility any development or 
redevelopment close to the air station. 

 Advise the county to take into consideration any comments or 
recommendations for compatibility between the Navy and the county.

In September, Growth Management Director Andrew Trivette urged the County 
Commission not to adopt a newly revised Air Installation Compatible Use Zones 
report released by the Navy in April. Trivette said the document could open the 
door for lawsuits from landowners who feel it limits the use of their land, for 
example, not being able to sell their homes because of the known jet noise.

The AICUZ document is a planning tool, Navy spokesman Jim Brooks said. 

Initially crafted in 1977 and adopted by the county, it outlines areas near the 
training facility where noise levels and, in some cases, danger levels are high 
because of the flight paths. The county Planning Department uses the 1977 
version when reviewing development in the area.

The DRC proposal would amend the county's comprehensive plan so that the
Navy would be notified about development or redevelopment “affecting
density, intensity or use of land” within the contour of the AICUZ.

To find the specific noise contours, go to www.naskw.navy .mil and click on
“AICUZ.” 

The relationship between some community members and the Navy has become 
acrimonious lately. Some nearby residents complain about jet noise and accuse 
Navy officials of re-routing planes over lower-income neighborhoods.

Last week, Petty Officer Second Class Donald Cooper fired an e-mail to 
www.stopthe planes.com, a Web site compiled by Tamarac Park resident Paul 
Caruso.

“I am so sick of hearing people whine and cry about jet noise,” Cooper wrote.
“The Navy has been present in Key West since 1823, the first logged flight out
of Key West was logged on Sep 22, 1917 (90 yrs ago). Dec 18, 1917 the base
was officially declared a Naval Air Station.”

He wrote that most people living near the base knew exactly what they were 
getting into when the bought their property.
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“I say everyone just shut up and accept it or move, no one forced you to move
here, and if your born here no one forces you to stay...”

“Well, he was not supposed to write that using government e-mail,” NAS Key
West spokeswoman Trice Denny said. “He is being disciplined for it and his
opinions do not represent that of NAS Key West or of the U.S. Navy.” 
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